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Dear IMre HiL1s 3 | 
This 4s in recponse to your letter of Decenber 8, 1953 4n 


which, at the request of the Governor-oleot, you ask our opinion regarding 
the intent for contimation of an appropriation of funds under Laws 1957, i. Are 


294120 a 





i i 
| 


While we cannot say whether the funds to male mt are 
necessarily to cane from Conoral Funis, or if they right come from income 
of the Water Resources Board, we can state with certainty that Laws 1957, 
Ge 294, amd related stitutes require an anmal payment to the Towns of 
Pittsburg and Clarksville 4n the amount of $12,500. 


In RSA 481114 ~ a statute which until 1955 had beon unchanged 
since the creation of the Water Resourcos Board in 1935 = provision was ee 
made that property owned by the Board should be tax-excmpt.e It was stipulated, 
however, that the Bonrd make an annual payment in lieu of taxes to the | | 
toms in which its property is located. The measure of the payment in lisa _ 
of taxcs is the sum which would have been assessed against such property had 
it bocn included in the tax invoice at its tax valuation on April 1, 1934, 


Laws 1955, Ge 327, amondod RIA 481114 by changing the measure nan 
of the paymont 4n licu of taxes, It provided, generally, for recogrition 
of the then current tax rate in the several towns amd based valuation on 
the averago assossed valuation for a porlod of five years prior to acquiste 
tion by the Board. It alco made provision for the offect of a general . 
revaluation of property in a civen tom. : In order to demonstrate the 
full sicnificance of the statute ani its rolationship to Pittsburg and 
Clarksville I quote a portion of it as follows: | 


“Bettorments, changes in land use or new structures are exempted 


and shall. not be used for the determination of such sums to be 
- paid in lieu of taxes, Provided, however, that the provisions 
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of this scoticn shall rot apply to 'the dam and any appurtenances 
thsreto amd by said corporation ard locuted 4n the touns of 
Pittsburg and Clarksville, and there shall be peid amnally to. 
caid tones the sum of £12,500 4n J4cu of taxes, said mm to 
apportioned between said towns 4n the bam ratio that the yalug sis 
of that portion of said dan and any appurtenances thoreto located oe 
in cach tom bears to the total voluo of said dan and any ape 
purtenances thorete as dotormined by the tax anscssors of said 
toms." ; . 
| | | 
- Thus there 4s now incorporated 4nto the Rat throuch tho amend. 
mnt of 1955 thy ro cnent that Pittsburr and Clarksville be paid 
the sun of 212,500. The quoted language indicates. that the payment appoars 


payment frora General Munda. The fact that the ebligation has been inserted | ee 
4n the permnont statutes of the State Andicates, further, the logislative 

- intent that 4t should be contimied henceforth unless and until the Legise 
lature changos the general statutes. oo — 7 
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